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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF FRED BITTERMAN

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise at this time to recognize
the remarkable life and significant achieve-
ments of a distinguished public servant and
friend of mine, Captain Fred Bitterman. Trag-
ically, Fred passed away Tuesday night in an
accident at Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area. Captain Bitterman, a dedicated law en-

forcement officer, father, grandfather and
friend, will be deeply missed.
For over twenty five years Captain

Bitterman served the people of the State of
Colorado first as a State Patrolman, and later
as a Troop Commander and Captain in the
Colorado State Patrol. Captain Bitterman su-
pervised a region that included the cities of
Parachute, Vail, Eagle, New Castle,
Carbondale, and of course our hometown of
Glenwood Springs. As a law enforcement offi-
cer, his professionalism elevated him into a
position of leadership. Captain Bitterman com-
manded a deep sense of admiration and re-
spect from those officers who had the privilege
of working alongside him, and also from those
whom he worked so diligently to protect.

Captain Bitterman also put forth an im-
mense effort to serving the public in his pro-
fessional life. Captain Bitterman distinguished
himself with his service to the Colorado State
Patrol. Captain Bitterman enjoyed a well-de-
served reputation of integrity not only within
the ranks of the state patrol, but within the
community as well.

Captain Bitterman was a strong family man,
who took great pride in the family that he
shared with his wife Cathy. In addition to
Cathy, Captain Bitterman is survived by his six
children, and many grandchildren. Captain
Bitterman’s passing is a severe loss not only
to his family, but to our community as well.

Captain Bitterman was a very, very good
man.

CONDEMNING 1994 ATTACK ON
AMIA JEWISH COMMUNITY CEN-

TER IN BUENOS AIRES, ARGEN-
TINA
SPEECH OF
HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 17, 2000

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H. Res. 531, condemning the 1994
attack of the AMIA Jewish Community Center
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Six years have
passed since this senseless, but very tragic
act of violence.

The Jewish people of Argentina make up
the largest Jewish community in Latin Amer-

ica. On July 18, 1994, the AMIA Jewish Com-
munity Center was bombed in Buenos Aires.
As a result 86 people lost their lives and 300
were injured.

This resolution calls upon President Fer-
nando de la Rua to continue the investigation
of the bombing, an investigation in which no
person primarily responsible for this crime has
been brought to justice. Argentine officials
have acknowledged that this investigation was
filled with negligence, and led to the arrest of
just a few people tied to the incident, but who
were only charged with providing a stolen ve-
hicle used in the attack.

Investigators for the South American gov-
ernment have stated that the evidence indi-
cates the bombing was carried out by the Ira-
nian sponsored terrorist group Hezbollah.
They have also found that the bombing could
not have been carried out absent the assist-
ance of local Argentine security forces, which
have been reported to be compassionate to
anti-Semitic rhetoric.

The democratic leaders of the Western
Hemisphere have denounced terrorism in all
its forms and have pledged to jointly combat
terrorist acts anywhere in the Americas. The
United States is not immune to acts of ter-
rorism and this resolution serves to reiterate
the long-standing policy of our country to
stand firm against terrorist attacks wherever
and whenever they occur and to work with its
allies to ensure that justice is given to the vic-
tims and that the perpetrators of such violence
are prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

In order to fully live up to this policy we
must lend our support to the government of
Argentina. As | said previously, the evidence
indicates that insiders played a major role in
executing this violence. What security is avail-
able to the people of Argentina when the offi-
cers who pledged to uphold the law commit
crimes against the people they are supposed
to protect?

Terrorism effectively destroys the peaceful
and civilized coexistence of all people. The
United States cannot turn its back on such
acts no matter where they take place. Failure
to punish terrorists would be to reward them
and to encourage the spread of violence in
our homeland and abroad. This is not the im-
pression the United States Government wants
to give to the American people, nor to anyone
around the world.

Terrorists ignore existing rules of law and
endanger the stability of democratically elect-
ed constitutional governments. Terrorism is a
serious form of organized and systematic vio-
lence, intended to generate chaos and fear
among the people and results in death and
destruction. Terrorist acts are acts of hate car-
ried out on individuals because of the dif-
ference of their religion, the color of their skin
or their political beliefs. When we ignore the
acts of people that wreak havoc on others be-
cause of their differences, it is a negative re-
flection of the values of America as a whole.
Terrorist acts are immoral and should never
be condoned by the United States or any
other government.

| urge my colleagues to take this opportunity
to urge the Argentina government to fulfill its
international obligations and its promise to the
Argentine people by vigorously pursuing all
persons involved in the bombing of the AMIA
Jewish Community Center.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on
July 29, 2000, due to a scheduling conflict, |
was unable to be present on the House floor
during the vote on H.R. 4871 and its amend-
ments. Had | been here | would have voted in
the following manner:

“No” on rollcall 428; “aye” on rollcall 427;
“no” on rollcall 426; “no” on rollcall 425; “no”
on rollcall 424; “aye” on rollcall 423; “no” on
rolicall 422; and “aye” on rollcall 421.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4810,
MARRIAGE TAX RELIEF REC-
ONCILIATION ACT OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, as a father of
young, working children, with working
spouses, | am concerned that our tax system
is penalizing them, and over 42,000 other
working couples in my district, for making the
sacrifices necessary to support their families.

Our tax system create penalties for being
married in different ways. The tax laws do not
allow married couples to earn twice as much
taxable income as single taxpayers before
higher tax rates take effect. The higher rates
mean that spouses earn less after taxed than
if they were single. The standard deduction for
a single taxpayer is currently $4,300. But for
married couple the standard deduction is not
doubled to $8,600—it is only $7,200. Millions
of middle class working families who don't
itemize deductions wind up paying a penalty
because they are married.

Whatever form it takes, the “marriage pen-
alty” is a tax bias against the working spouse
with lower earnings. This means it is dis-
proportionately a tax bias against working
women taxpayers. Is this tax fairness? Married
working women see a higher tax bite than
their single counterparts because our tax laws
fail to tax them on the same footing as single
taxpayers. It's time to stop punishing working
Americans. We encourage Americans to work,
and we encourage single mothers and fathers
to marry to benefit their children, and now we
are fixing the tax system so that it makes mar-
riage affordable. | urge you to pass this legis-
lation.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, due to business
in Colorado, | was unable to vote on the
Hostettler amendment to H.R. 4871, making
appropriations for the Treasury Department,
the United States Postal Service, the Execu-
tive Office of the President, and certain Inde-
pendent Agencies, for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001 (Roll No. 427). Had |
been able to vote, | would have voted “yea.”

INTERNET GAMBLING
PROHIBITION ACT OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to speak on a topic that surrounds
the dynamic questions raised by the extensive
growth and reach of the internet. The informa-
tion superhighway and the entire technological
revolution have forced the Congress and in-
dustry officials to reexamine the regulation of
internet gambling.

Under current federal law, it is unclear that
using Internet to operate a gambling business
is illegal. Gambling over the Internet only rep-
resents nefarious activity that we must only
carefully examine, but such gambling also per-
petuates the addictive nature of gambling.

It is well known that many gamblers are
compulsive gamblers. In other words, they fell
compelled to gamble, just as many smokers
feel compelled to smoke cigarettes. Access
fuels such additions, and by providing gam-
bling sites over the Internet, illegal entities cre-
ate access to anyone who owns a computer
with a modem.

On-Line casino operators have created “vir-
tual strip”—where gamblers who are tired of
one casino can simply “walk” down the virtual
Internet boardwalk into a different casino.
Internet gambling sites offer everything from
sports betting to blackjack. Many of these are
operated from offshore locations. It is signifi-
cant to note that H.R. 3125 would impose a
mandate on Internet service providers by re-
quiring them to offer their residential cus-
tomers filtering software that would block ac-
cess by children to gambling Internet sites. It
is crucial that we protect our children from
such activity.

Given the fact that the majority of our citi-
zens have access to computers and the Inter-
net, we must ensure that the Internet is used
for the right reasons such as education and
communication. We cannot forget that people
utilize the Internet in a global marketplace of
ideas.

This measure prohibits a person from know-
ingly using the Internet or any other interactive
service to place, receive, or otherwise make a
bet or wager with any other person. H.R.
3125, the Internet Gambling Prohibition Act of
2000, would prohibit persons engaged in a
gambling business from using the Internet or
any other interactive computer service place,
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receive, or otherwise make a bet or wager, or
send, receive, or invite information assisting in
the placing of a bet or wager.

More importantly, the bill addresses not only
individual gamblers, but also gambling busi-
nesses. For those gambling businesses that
choose to participate in Internet gambling,
they face fines up to $20,000 or imprisonment
(up to 4 years).

This bill would also require common carriers
and Internet services to assist federal, state,
and local enforcement agencies in shutting
down illegal betting or wagering sites.

We must toe the line when we enforce this
measure. We do not want to trample upon the
privacy rights of individuals. However, as long
as the enforcement of a “gambling business”
defined the legislation is not expanded by law
enforcement authorities, it will help protect
many parties from destructive and illegal con-
duct.

We must adopt a model of enforcement that
provides uniformity and specificity so that the
Internet carriers and telephone companies can
easily and efficiently remove gambling sites
from the Internet. It is my expectation that this
legislation, after reconciliation with S. 692, the
Senate-version of this bill, will make a positive
contribution to the regulation of gambling busi-
nesses.

INTRODUCTION OF THE MEDICARE
EARLY ACCESS AND TAX CREDIT
ACT

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, more and more
people in this country are losing access to
health insurance. A new study by the Urban
Institutes that the percentage of people under
65 without health insurance in 1998 grew to a
stunning 18.4 percent. And, as the study’s au-
thors highlight, the strong national economy is
masking what would otherwise be an even
greater problem.

There are many approaches to solutions for
decreasing the number of uninsured. As most
of my colleagues are aware, | support the cre-
ation of a universal health care system in
which each and every American would have
health insurance coverage. That is the most
fair, affordable, and sustainable solution to our
national health care needs.

However, that won't be accomplished over-
night. In the meantime, there are steps that
Congress can and should be taking to develop
immediate, if smaller, solutions to providing
people affordable health insurance coverage
options.

One such is to pass legislation that would
provide certain groups of individuals the option
of buying into Medicare. For two sessions of
Congress, we have sponsored a bill endorsed
by the President called the Medicare Early Ac-
cess Act. The goal of this legislation is to ex-
pand access to Medicare’s purchasing power
to certain individuals below age 65.

The Medicare Early Access Act is self-fi-
nanced, through enrollees’ premiums; it is not
a publicly financed program. It simply would
enable eligible individuals to harness Medi-
care’s clout in the marketplace to get much
more affordable health coverage than they are
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able to purchase in the private sector market
that currently exists.

The bill would provide a very vulnerable
population (age 55-64) with three new options
to obtain health insurance:

Individuals 62—-65 years old with no access
to health insurance could buy into Medicare by
paying a base premium (about $326 a month)
during those pre-Medicare eligibility years and
a deferred premium during their post-65 Medi-
care enrollment (about $4 per month in 2005
for an individual who participated in the full 3
years of the new program). The deferred pre-
mium is designed to reimburse Medicare for
the extra costs due to the fact that sicker than
average people are likely to enroll in the pro-
gram. The deferred premium would be pay-
able out of the enrollee’s Social Security
check between the ages of 65—-85.

Individuals 55-62 years old who have been
laid off and have no access to health insur-
ance, as well as their spouse, could buy into
Medicare by paying a monthly premium (about
$460 a month). There would be no deferred
premium. Certain eligibility requirements would
apply.

Retirees aged 55 or older whose employer-
sponsored coverage is terminated could buy
into their employee’s health insurance for ac-
tive workers at 125 percent of the group rate.
This would be a COBRA expansion, with no
relationship to Medicare.

Today, we are here to introduce a new, im-
proved version of this legislation. As we are all
aware, there are new projections of vast budg-
et surpluses in our Nation’s future. We want to
take a small portion of those monies and fi-
nance a new component of the Medicare Early
Access Act. Our new bill, the Medicare Early
Access and Tax Credit Act of 2000 supple-
ments our previous proposal by incorporating
a new 25 percent tax credit that would be at-
tached to each of the three programs. Thus,
the actual cost to taxpayers would be 25 per-
cent less than the cost under the proposals in
the existing bill. | join today with more than 50
of my colleagues to reintroduce this new
version of the legislation.

Affordability is a key component of expand-
ing health insurance coverage. Adding a tax
credit to the programs increases their afford-
ability so that more people age 55 and older
can take advantage of the program. The latest
analysis from the Congressional Budget Office
and the Joint Committee on Taxation, indicate
that more than 500,000 currently uninsured
people would gain health insurance coverage
by enactment of the Medicare Early Access
and Tax Credit Act.

The Medicare Early Access and Tax Credit
Act isn’t the total solution for people age 55—
64 who lack access to health insurance cov-
erage. However, if passed, it would make
available health insurance options for these in-
dividuals at much less than the cost of what
is available today. This is a meaningful step
forward in expanding health insurance cov-
erage to a segment of our population that is
quickly losing coverage in the private sector.
The Medicare Early Access and Tax Credit
Act is legislation that we should be able to
agree upon and to enact so that people aged
55-64 have a new, viable option for health in-
surance coverage.

| submit a more detailed summary of the
Medicare Early Access and Tax Credit Act as
follows:
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MEDICARE EARLY ACCESS AND TAX CREDIT
ACT
Title I: Help For People Aged 62 to 65

62-65 YEAR OLDS WITHOUT HEALTH INSURANCE

MAY BUY INTO MEDICARE BY PAYING MONTHLY

PREMIUMS AND REPAYING ANY EXTRA COSTS

TO MEDICARE THROUGH DEFERRED PREMIUMS

BETWEEN AGES 65 TO 85

Starting July, 2001, the full range of Medi-
care benefits (Part A & B and Medi-
care+Choice plans) may be bought by an in-
dividual between 62-65 who has earned
enough quarters of coverage to be eligible for
Medicare at age 65 and who has no health in-
surance under a public plan or a group plan.
(The individual does not need to have ex-
hausted any employer COBRA eligibility).

A person may continue to buy-into Medi-
care even if they subsequently become eligi-
ble for an employer group health plan or
public plan. Individuals move into regular
Medicare at age 65.

Financing: Enrollees must pay premiums.
Premiums are divided into two parts:

(1) Base Premiums of about $326 a month
payable during months of enrollment be-
tween 62 to 65, which will be adjusted for in-
flation and will vary a little by differences in
the cost of health care in various geographic
regions, and

(2) Deferred Premiums which will be pay-
able between age 65-85, and which are esti-
mated to be about $4 per month in 2005 for
someone that participated for the full three
years. The Deferred Premium will be paid
like the current Part B premium, i.e., out of
one’s Social Security check.

Note, the Base Premium will be adjusted
from year to year to reflect changing costs
(and individuals will be told that number
each year before they choose to enroll), but
the 20 year Deferred Premium will not
change from the dollar figure that the bene-
ficiary is told when they first enroll between
62-65—they will be able to count on a specific
dollar deferred payment figure.

The Base Premium equals the premium
that would be necessary to cover all costs if
all 62-65 year olds enrolled in the program.
The Deferred Premium repays Medicare for
the fact that not all will enroll, but that
many sicker than average people are likely
to voluntarily enroll. The Deferred Pre-
miums ensure that the program is eventu-
ally fully financed over roughly 20 years.
Savings from the anti-fraud proposals (intro-
duced separately as HR 2229) finance the
start-up of the program and protect the ex-
isting Medicare program against any loss
(see Title 1V).

Title Il: Help For 55 to 62 Year Olds Who

Lose Their Jobs

55-62 YEAR OLDS WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR UNEM-
PLOYMENT INSURANCE (AND THEIR UNINSURED
SPOUSES) MAY BUY INTO MEDICARE THROUGH
A PREMIUM

The full range of Medicare benefits may be
bought by an individual between 55-62 who:

(1) has earned enough quarters of coverage
to be eligible for Medicare at age 65,

(2) is eligible for unemployment insurance,

(3) before lay-off had a year-plus of em-
ployment-based health insurance, and

(4) because of the unemployment no longer
has such coverage or eligibility for COBRA
coverage.

A worker’s spouse who meets the above
conditions (except for Ul eligibility) and is
younger than 62 may also buy-in (even if
younger than 55).

The worker and spouse must terminate
buy-in if they become eligible for other types
of insurance, but if the conditions listed
above reoccur, they are eligible to buy-in
again. At age 62 they must terminate and
can convert to the Title | program. Non-pay-
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ment of premiums is also cause for termi-
nation.

There is a single monthly premium rough-
ly equal to $460 that will be adjusted for in-
flation. It must be paid during the time of
buy-in; there is no Deferred Premium. This
premium is set to recover base costs plus
some of the costs created by the likely en-
rollment of sicker than average people. The
rest of the costs to Medicare are repaid by
the anti-fraud provisions (see Title 1V).

Title 111: Help for Workers 55+ Whose Retiree
Benefits are Terminated

WORKERS AGE 55+ WHOSE RETIREMENT HEALTH
INSURANCE IS TERMINATED BY THEIR EM-
PLOYER MAY BUY INTO THEIR EMPLOYER’S
HEALTH INSURANCE FOR ACTIVE WORKERS AT
125% OF THE GROUP RATE (THIS IS AN EXTEN-
SION OF COBRA HEALTH CONTINUATION COV-
ERAGE—NOT A MEDICARE PROGRAM)

This Title is an expansion of the COBRA
health continuation benefits program. If a
worker and dependents have relied on a com-
pany retiree health benefit plan, and that
protection is terminated or substantially
slashed during his or her retirement, but the
company continues a health plan for its ac-
tive workers, then the retiree may buy-into
the company’s group health plan at 125% of
cost. They can remain in that plan, paying
125% of the premium, until they are eligible
for Medicare at age 65.

Title 1V: Financing

Titles | & Il of the Early Access to Medi-
care Act are totally financed. Title Il is not
a Medicare or public program.

The existing Medicare program is pro-
tected by placing these programs in their
own trust fund. The Medicare Trustees will
monitor the program to ensure that it is
self-financing and does not in any way bur-
den the existing Medicare program.

Most of the cost is paid by the enrollees’
premiums.

Payment of start up costs: While the De-
ferred Premiums are being collected and for
any costs not covered by premiums, a pack-
age of Medicare anti-fraud, waste, and abuse
provisions has been introduced as a separate
bill, the Medicare Fraud and Overpayment
Act of 1999. This bill provides for a number of
reforms, including:

(1) improvements in the Medicare Sec-
ondary Payment provisions,

(2) a reduction in Medicare’s reimburse-
ment for the drug EPO used with kidney di-
alysis so that Medicare is not paying much
more than the dialysis centers are buying
the drug for;

(3) Medicare payment for pharmaceuticals,
biologicals, or parenteral nutrients on the
basis of actual acquisition cost rather than
the average wholesale price which is often
far above the price at which the drug can
really be purchased,

(4) setting quality standards for the partial
hospitalization mental health benefit, so as
to weed out unqualified, abusive providers,
and

(5) allowing Medicare to get a volume dis-
count by contracting with Centers of Excel-
lence for high volumes of complex operations
at hospitals which have better than average
outcomes.

Title V: Tax Credits

Creates a new, federal tax credit equal to
25% of the amount paid by an individual for
any of the three new programs described
above.
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THE FISCAL YEAR 2001 AGRI-
CULTURE APPROPRIATIONS
BILLS

HON. JAMES H. MALONEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
my Colleagues, | rise in opposition to H.R.
4461, the fiscal year 2001 Agriculture Appro-
priations bill. The provisions of this bill reflect
the wrong priorities. The measure’s total fund-
ing is $524 million less than it was last year.
These cuts not only gravely impact the health
of our children, but they also harm our envi-
ronment.

Most importantly, the bill rejects funding for
the Food and Drug Administration’s tobacco
program. Congress must give the FDA the au-
thority to regulate tobacco. | have worked hard
to protect our children from the dangers of to-
bacco, and | cannot support a bill that con-
tains such an ill conceived provision.

In addition, the Agriculture Appropriations
bill underfunds a number of important pro-
grams for children and families, the environ-
ment, and consumers. The Women, Infants
and Children (WIC) program is cut substan-
tially below the President’'s request. This es-
sential program saves our most vulnerable
children from disease and starvation by pro-
viding infants and children with nutritious food
to help them thrive during critical years of de-
velopment. Additionally, funding for state water
quality grant programs received less than half
of the requested funding level. Another under-
funded program is the Food Safety Initiative,
which would minimize contamination and en-
sure consumer food safety.

My Colleagues, it is up to us to make sure
that programs that are important to the health
and safety of the children and families we rep-
resent are safeguarded. The Agriculture Ap-
propriations legislation has its priorities re-
versed. For that reason, | could not support
H.R. 4461, the Fiscal Year 2001 Agriculture
Appropriations bill in its current form.

LT. COMMANDER CHARLES A.
SCHUE Il RETIRES

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, thank you for
allowing me the opportunity to recognize the
achievements of a great man, who, through
his impressive leadership skills and dedication
to both his country and the United States
Coast Guard, has forever raised the bar of ex-
cellence for those who must follow in his foot-
steps.

July 21, 2000 marks the retirement of Lieu-
tenant Commander Charles A. Schue, I,
United States Coast Guard, as well as the
Change of Command at the Coast Guard
Loran Support Unit (LSU) in Wildwood, New
Jersey. On July 21, 2000, Lieutenant Com-
mander Schue will relinquish command of the
unit he has so ably commanded for the last
three years. He will then retire after more than
26 years of honorable and meritorious service
with the United States Coast Guard.
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After attending Coast Guard Boot Camp in
Cape May, New Jersey, Lieutenant Com-
mander Schue quickly rose through the en-
listed ranks to become a Commissioned War-
rant Officer in just 10 years. His tours of duty
with the Coast Guard took him across the na-
tion and the world, from Southern New Jersey
to Alaska, from Marcus Island, Japan, to Mon-
terey, California, and then, appropriately, back
to Southern New Jersey. While serving on
Long Range Aids to Navigation (LORAN)
transmitter and control stations, Lieutenant
Commander Schue helped provide vital radio-
navigation services to the United States and
Asia.

Despite isolated tours of duty and numerous
changes of duty stations, Lieutenant Com-
mander Schue continued his professional
growth and easily gained entrance to the
Coast Guard Officer Candidate School. Not
content to merely assume the trappings of
being an officer, Lieutenant Commander
Schue continued his professional growth,
earning both a Master of Science Degree in
Electrical Engineering from Naval Post-
graduate School and a Master of Science De-
gree in Engineering Management from West-
ern New England College. Lieutenant Com-
mander Schue’s superior engineering and
leadership skills were formally recognized
when he was named the Coast Guard's Engi-
neer of the Year for 1999.

As Commanding Officer of the LSU, Lieu-
tenant Commander Schue expertly led and
motivated a team of office, enlisted, and civil-
ian, and contractor personnel, which consist-
ently produced results of the highest quality,
as was highlighted when LSU received the
Secretary of Transportation's Team Award for
the Loran Consolidated Control System. Set-
ting the standard for responsiveness, and
using innovative engineering solutions despite
the scarcity of parts and funding, he was in-
strumental in keeping 1960's and 1970's vin-
tage Loran electronics equipment operational
well beyond its planned lifecycle. The LSU’s
superb support of the $65.4 M North American
Loran-C system resulted in a near 100 percent
availability for this safety-of-life navigation sys-
tem during his tour as the Commanding Offi-
cer.

Upon his retirement, his award citation from
the Commandant of the Coast Guard noted
that “Lieutenant Commander Schue was the
driving force behind the Loran Support Unit
solidifying its position as the international lead-
er in the Loran-C systems technology” and
further stated that “Lieutenant Commander
Schue’s ability, diligence, and devotion to duty
are most heartly commended and are in
keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Coast Guard.”

| wish to extend my appreciation to Lieuten-
ant Commander Schue for his service to the
United States of America and | wish him, his
wife Lori and their two children, lan and Tia a
wonderful future.

ON THE INTRODUCTION OF THE
GERIATRIC WORKFORCE RELIEF
ACT OF 2000

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
complex health problems of aging require spe-
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cially-trained physicians in order to adequately
care for frail older persons. Geriatrics is the
medical specialty that promotes wellness and
preventive care; these specialists are first
board certified in family practice, internal medi-
cine or psychiatry and then complete addi-
tional years of fellowship training in geriatrics.
With an emphasis on care management and
coordination, geriatricians help patients main-
tain functional independence, thus improving
their overall quality of life. An emphasis on co-
ordination also limits unnecessary and costly
hospitalization or institutionalization.

Despite the increasing number of Americans
over age 65, there are fewer than 9,000 geri-
atricians in the United States today. In Texas,
there are only about 225 geriatricians—and
we are one of the top ten states nationally.
Texas has four geriatric training programs;
Baylor College of medicine in Houston, the
University of Texas at San Antoino, the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston
(where, | am proud to say, my daughter is a
third-year student) and the University of Texas
Southwestern.

The Baylor program, in my Congressional
District, has been operating for over 15 years.
It trains six fellows now and is unable to in-
crease this number because of a Congres-
sionally-mandated Graduate Medical Edu-
cation (GME) cap. | am told that there are
plenty of applicants interested in geriatrics
who are being turned away because our Medi-
care program will not allow them to be funded.

Why is there a cap on the number of new
geriatricians? The Balanced Budget Act of
1997 established a hospital-specific cap based
upon the number of residents in the hospital in
the most recent cost reporting period ending
on or before December 31, 1996. Under the
cap, the number of residents for direct grad-
uate medical education payment purposes is
based upon a three-year rolling average, ex-
cept for Fiscal Year 1998, when a two-year
average was used.

The implementation of this cap has ad-
versely impacted geriatric programs in Hous-
ton and elsewhere. As geriatrics is a relatively
new specialty, the cap has resulted in either
the elimination or reduction of geriatric pro-
grams. Because a lower number of geriatric
residents existed prior to December 31, 1996,
these programs are under-represented in the
cap baseline. Thus, new geriatric training pro-
grams are severely limited and existing train-
ing programs tend not to increase funding, or
even decrease funding, for geriatric slots.

There is a well-documented shortage of
geriatricians nationwide. Of the approximately
98,000 medical residency and fellowship posi-
tions supported by Medicare in 1998, only 324
were in geriatric medicine and geriatric psychi-
atry.

At the same time, the number of physicians
needed to provide medical care for older per-
sons has been estimated to be 2.5 to three
time higher in 2030 compared to the mid-
1980s, according to the federal Health Re-
sources and Services Administration.

Unfortunately, the pace of training is not
meeting this need. The actual number of cer-
tified geriatricians has declined, as approxi-
mately 50% of those who certified in 1988 did
not recertify in 1998. This has occurred just as
the baby boomers have started reaching the
age of Medicare eligibility.

To correct this problem, | am introducing the
Geriatric Workforce Relief Act of 2000 today to
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allow an increase in the number of person
studying geriatrics at our medical schools. In
order to be fiscally responsible, my legislation
does not completely lift the cap. Instead, it al-
lows hospitals to increase the cap by 30%.
This will allow for a few more students at most
programs. My legislation defines approved
geriatric residency programs as those ap-
proved by the Accreditation Council of Grad-
uate Medical Education.

My legislation, which will also be introduced
in the Senate today by Senator REID, is mod-
eled upon a similar provisions that was en-
acted last year for rural hospitals. It is a sen-
sible and reasonable proposal and one that al-
lows us to meet the needs of Medicare pa-
tients. | encourage my colleagues to support
it.

HONORING ROBERT DOLSEN UPON
HIS RETIREMENT AS THE EXEC-
UTIVE DIRECTOR OF MICHIGAN’S
REGION IV AREA AGENCY ON
AGING

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor my friend, Robert Dolsen, upon his re-
tirement after 26 years of dedicated service as
the Executive Director of the Region IV Area
Agency on Aging. Over the years, Bob has
made a tremendous difference in the lives of
thousands of elderly and their families in St.
Joseph/Benton Harbor and surrounding com-
munities. He has been a great community
leader.

Bob established the Region IV Area Agency
on Aging in 1974 as a small operation with a
staff of four. Today, the Agency operates with
a staff of 60 and a budget of over $10 million.
Through the Agency, over 5,000 families are
receiving the support services they need to
maintain their independence through life’'s
transitions and changes.

Bob has long recognized that one of the
greatest challenges facing our community and
our nation is the aging of our population and
the need for long-term care services. He is
providing great leadership on this issue. We
are growing old—fast. Today, those 65 and
over comprise 12 percent of our population. In
just 30 years, those 65 and over will comprise
nearly 20 percent of our population. One in
five Americans will be a senior citizen. Rising
to this challenge, Bob established the first
demonstration project for Michigan’s home-
based long-term care system. It was success-
ful and led to the State’s initiation of a Med-
icaid waiver for home-based services and to
the statewide replication of care management
through Area Agencies on Aging.

Bob is recognized state-wide and nationally
for his knowledge of aging issues, and espe-
cially long-term care. He has testified before
Congressional committees on 9 different occa-
sions, he is a frequent speaker and trainer at
statewide and national conferences, and he
was the 1992 recipient of the Harry J. Kelley
Award from the Michigan Society of Geron-
tology for outstanding service in the develop-
ment of policy and programs for older per-
sons. He is a founding member of the Great
Lakes Alliance, an interstate corporation to fa-
cilitate cooperation and communication on
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age-related issues among six states, and he is
a founding member of the Healthy Berrien Co-
alition, an initiative designed to mobilize key
community resources to bring the health sta-
tus of Berrien County’s citizens up to or above
national and state standards. Last year, it was
my pleasure and honor to co-host a forum on
Aging in America with the Coalition. Bob also
serves on the Public Policy Committee of the
National Association of Area Agencies on
Aging and was on the Association’s Board of
Directors for 8 years. He is the past president
and a current Board member for the Area
Agencies on Aging Association of Michigan. In
addition, Bob has served on the Board of the
Michigan Society of Gerontology, the State-
wide Health Coordinating Council, and the
Governor’s Long-term Care Task Force.

With all these responsibilities, Bob still finds
the time and energy to serve on the United
Way Allocation Committee, an advisory group
recommending local United Way awards, and
to actively participate in and be a benefactor
of the St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club.

Southwest Michigan is a much better place
for all of its citizens, and especially for the el-
derly, because we have been blessed with
Bob Dolsen. He has touched each of our lives
in ways large and small, and always with a
gentle grace. | know everyone in Southwest
Michigan joins me in wishing Bob Dolsen well
upon his retirement and in thanking him from
our hearts for all he has done and is doing for
our community.

TRIBUTE TO DR. FRANK PHILLIP
HAWS OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor a friend and first-rate
doctor, Dr. Frank Haws. As the friends, col-
leagues and family of Dr. Haws are gathering
tonight to honor him, | fee that it is fitting that
the United States Congress join them in pay-
ing homage to a man who has lent his knowl-
edge, talents and skill to the medical commu-
nity of North Alabama for over 36 years.

Originally from Washington County, Ten-
nessee and educated at his birth state’s insti-
tutions of East Tennessee State and the Uni-
versity of Tennessee at Memphis, Dr. Haws
began his neurosurgery practice in Huntsville
in 1964. He has spent the past 36 years dedi-
cating himself to improving medical care for
Huntsville and the surrounding areas. A supe-
rior surgeon, Dr. Haws shares his expertise
with young doctors teaching at the medical
schools of the University of Alabama at Hunts-
ville, the University of Alabama at Birmingham
and the University of Tennessee. He has also
channeled his experience and skill into pre-
mier academic publications including the
Southern Medical Journal.

In 1995, Huntsville Hospital recognized Dr.
Haws with the naming of the Neurosurgery
Progressive Care Unit in his honor. As both
the Chief of Staff and Chief of Surgery at that
hospital, he was instrumental in the expansion
and improvement of its facilities especially the
Neurosurgery Division which he helped create.
On active staff at three local hospitals and on
consulting staff at eight, Dr. Haws’ proven ex-
cellence has been very much in demand.
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To me, he symbolizes the model doctor:
brilliant, talented, caring and dedicated. In ad-
dition to his demanding professional life, Dr.
Haws has found time to get involved in his
community and lends his leadership to the
Boys and Girls Club of Huntsville and the
Boy’s Ranch of Alabama.

As he prepares to leave the North Alabama
Neurological, P.A., | sincerely hope he will
take the time to enjoy farming and fishing, two
of his favorite hobbies. This is a richly de-
served rest and | join his wife, Patsy, and his
six children in congratulating him on a job well
done. | wish him the best in his future years.

Having personally known Dr. Haws for many
years, | am thankful for this opportunity to rec-
ognize his tremendous medical service and
academic accomplishments as well as express
my appreciation for his extraordinary contribu-
tions to the larger community of North Ala-
bama.

A TRIBUTE TO DAVID A YARGER,
FORMER CITY ATTORNEY OF
VERSAILLES, MISSOURI

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to share a few words with you re-
garding the career of David A. Yarger, of
Versailles, Missouri, who recently retired from
his post as City Attorney after serving more
than 33 years.

Since December of 1966, Mr. Yarger has
provided countless hours of legal guidance to
the citizens of Versailles and served diligently
as the Prosecuting Attorney for the City of
Versailles. In addition to his service as City At-
torney, David Yarger has worked to acquire
new industries in his community, and he was
instrumental in creating the Versailles Park
Board. Mr. Yarger has also dedicated his time
to the establishment of the Roy E. Otten Me-
morial Airport and has served as the chairman
and secretary of the airport board.

David Yarger is a member and past presi-
dent of the Versailles Lions Club. He has
served on the Morgan County Fair Board and
the Fair Cook Shack Committee. As a pilot,
Mr. Yarger has frequently made available his
time to fly city officials and other residents of
the community to destinations throughout Mis-
souri, and he is responsible for the out-
standing aerial photographs taken during
Versailles’ annual and well-attended Old Tyme
Apple Festival.

Mr. Speaker, David A. Yarger has estab-
lished himself as a civic leader in Versailles
and Morgan County. His career and dedication
to his community show that he is a role model
for all Americans. | am certain that the mem-
bers of this body will join me in congratulating
Mr. Yarger for a job well-done.

HOW FORGIVENESS CAN SHAPE
OUR FUTURE

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a valued mentor, a key advisor,
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and dear friend who recently wrote an article
which appeared in the Santa Barbara News-
Press, entitled “How Forgiveness Can Shape
Our Future.”

In addition to being one of Santa Barbara’'s
outstanding public citizens, Mr. Frank K. Kelly
has been a journalist, a speech writer for
President Truman, Assistant to the Senate
Majority Leader, Vice President of the Center
for the Study of Democratic Institutions, and
Vice President of the Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the following arti-
cle to my colleagues and ask them to join me
in honoring the career and contributions of Mr.
Frank K. Kelly.

How FORGIVENESS CAN SHAPE OUR FUTURE
Frank K. Kelly

Human beings have tremendous capacities
to be creative and compassionate, coopera-
tive and generous—and shocking abilities to
inflict terrible pain upon one another.

Is it possible for us to face the monstrous
atrocities in the human record and yet to
participate in the process of reconciliation,
to accept the awful truth about ourselves
and others and still move into the future
with strong hope?

In a heart-wrenching report recently pub-
lished, the man who headed South Africa’s
Truth and Reconciliation Commission wres-
tles with these questions and offers us rea-
sons for continuing to believe in the possi-
bilities of spiritual growth for the human
family. Archbishop Desmond Tutu regards
the transformation of South Africa from a
state of oppression to a state of cooperation
as an amazing example of human poten-
tiality responding to a surge of God’s grace.

In his new book, Tutu says: ‘““South Afri-
cans managed an extraordinary, reasonably
peaceful transition from the awfulness of op-
pression to the relative stability of democ-
racy. They confounded everyone by their
novel manner of dealing with a horrendous
past.”

Many people had expected a blood bath in-
volving the deaths of thousands of human
beings would occur when Nelson Mandela
took office as the first black president of
South Africa. But that had not happened.

“There was this remarkable Truth and
Reconciliation Commission to which victims
expressed their willingness to forgive and
perpetrators told their stories of sordid
atrocities while also asking for forgiveness
from those they had wronged so grievously,”’
Tutu declares. “The world could not quite
believe what it was seeing.”

Tutu was asked to speak in Ireland in 1998,
to explain in a strife-torn country how South
Africa had become a peaceful country with-
out bursts of revengeful violence. The South
African experience had indicated that ‘“‘al-
most no situation could be said to be devoid
of hope.”’

Describing what had happened in his coun-
try, Tutu urged the Irish not to become de-
spondent over the obstacles which were pre-
venting the implementation of the agree-
ment reached by the competing factions.

“In South Africa it had often felt as if we
were on a roller-coaster ride,” Tutu said.
“At one moment we would experience the
most wonderful joy, euphoria even, at some
new and crucial initiative. We would see the
promised land of peace and justice around
the corner. Then, just when we thought we
had entered the last lap, something ghastly
would happen—a massacre, a deadlock,
brinkmanship of some kind—and we would
be scraping the bottom of despair and de-
spondency. | told them this was normal.”

In addition to offering encouragement to
the peacemakers in Ireland, Tutu has
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brought messages of hope to other areas of
the world torn by violence. He has reminded
people of what has to be done:

“At the end of their conflicts, the warring
groups in Northern Ireland, the Balkans, the
Middle East, Sri Lanka, Burma, Afghani-
stan, Angola, the Sudan, the two Congos, and
elsewhere are going to have to sit down to-
gether to determine just how they will be
able to live together amicably, how they
might have a shared future devoid of strife,
given the bloody past that they have re-
cently lived through.”

Based on the experience of South Africa,
Tutu is convinced that forgiveness is a key
element in creating a lasting peace and re-
leasing the positive energy necessary to
build a better future for humanity. He be-
lieves that true reconciliation of enemies is
impossible without the new perspectives
brought about by deep forgiveness.

“Forgiving and being reconciled are not
about pretending that things are other than
they are,”” Tutu acknowledges. “True rec-
onciliation exposes the awfulness, the abuse,
the pain, the degradation . . . It is a risky
undertaking but in the end it is worthwhile,
because in the end dealing with the real situ-
ation helps to bring real healing.”

With the other members of the South Afri-
can commission, Tutu was frequently aston-
ished at ‘‘the extraordinary magnanimity
that so many of the victims exhibited.”
There were some persons who admitted that
they could not forgive the hardships inflicted
on them, which demonstrated the fact that
“forgiveness was neither cheap nor easy.”

“In forgiving, people are not being asked
to forget,” Tutu declares. ““On the contrary,
it is important to remember, so that we
should not let such atrocities happen again.
Forgiveness does not mean condoning what
has been done . . . It involves trying to un-
derstand the perpetrators and so have empa-
thy, to try to stand in their shoes and appre-
ciate the sort of pressures and influences
that might have conditioned them.”

Tutu points out. “In the act of forgiveness,
we are declaring our faith in the future of a
relationship and in the capacity of the
wrongdoer to make a new beginning on a
course that will be different from the one
that caused us the wrong . . . It is an act of
faith that the wrongdoer can change.”

Tutu acknowledges that he and others in
the commission were strongly affected by
their religious faith. But he expresses the
conviction that all human beings will ‘‘al-
ways need a process of forgiveness and rec-
onciliation to deal with those unfortunate
yet all too human breaches in human rela-
tionships. They are an inescapable char-
acteristic of the human condition.”

Archbishop Tutu sums up his conclusions
in the title of his book—*No Future Without
Forgiveness.”” Whether human beings like it
or not, we will have to forgive one another in
order to survive.

In my own life, | have found it extremely
hard to forgive people who have treated me
with cruelty or contempt. | have also found
it hard to forgive myself for the severity
with which | treated my sons when they were
children. | convinced myself that | punished
them for their own benefit, to make sure
they followed the right path, but I later real-
ized | had harmed them by my angry words
and outbursts of rage. | had suffered often
from the punishing behavior of my own fa-
ther and it took me years to forgive him. My
own sons have forgiven me more readily than
I forgave him. The whole process has been
painful but cleansing in the end.

When | wrote speeches for Harry Truman
in the 1948 presidential campaign | used
harsh words to describe the actions taken by
the Republican leaders in the Congress. | was
not ready to forgive them and | hoped that
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my fellow citizens would punish them in the
election that year. | was exhilarated when
Truman triumphed and the Republicans lost
their majority in the Congress. It seemed to
me | had taken part in a righteous cause—
and | still believe that. Yet the hot words of
that campaign produced bitter feelings
among the losers and a hostile atmosphere
which made it almost impossible for Mr.
Truman to get his proposals enacted. He for-
gave nearly all of the leaders who had at-
tacked him, but some of those leaders would
not forgive him for the charges he had made
against them.

In all of the election campaigns that have
occurred since the United States was found-
ed, injuries have been inflicted—injuries that
might have been healed by a better under-
standing of the power of forgiveness. If we
are going to solve the tremendous problems
we face now and in the future, we must learn
from the South African experience that fac-
ing the truth and engaging in continuous ef-
forts for reconciliation are essential for all
of us.

It is not easy to uncover the full truth
about any situation. In the decades | have
lived since | was born in 1914, | have been
searching for the truth about many of the
events which have affected my life—and |
now realize that the process of seeking and
discovering what really happened to me and
millions of others in those crowded years
may go on forever. | now try to base my
comprehension on the French saying: “To
understand all is to forgive all.””

For many years | placed the blame for the
two World Wars of the 20th century prin-
cipally on the Germans—and | could not for-
give them for the tremendous devastation |
believed they had caused in the world. Under
the Kaiser, they had been belligerent and
savage; under Hitler, they had tortured and
murdered millions of people. Perhaps God
could forgive them for what they had done in
that century. | couldn’t.

Perhaps my enduring rage against the Ger-
mans was partly due to the disfiguring
wounds that had been inflicted on my father
in World War I. He came home from that war
with a hole in his neck and a twisted face
that frightened me. In my childhood | had to
awaken him from nightmares in which he
was fighting with Germans who were trying
to kill him with trench knives and bayonets.
He had engaged in hand-to-hand, face-to-
face, combat in the trenches in France—and
he never got over it. His screams will echo
always in my mind. He had killed enemies
with his own bayonet but they were always
coming back at him in nights of horror.

While | can never condone the atrocities
committed by some Germans under the Kai-
ser and under Hitler, | have learned enough
about the history of Germany and the his-
tory of other nations to understand why
those atrocities occurred. When | was a
Nieman Fellow at Harvard, | heard a former
chancellor of the German Democratic Repub-
lic, Heinrich Bruning, describe how Count
von Papen and other German aristocrats
tricked President Paul von Hindenburg into
appointing Hitler as chancellor of Germany.
Hitler had been defeated by Hindenburg in
the German election of 1932, but he was
placed in power later by plotters who
thought they could control him. The mon-
strous rise of Nazism was due to the errors of
arrogant men. Such errors have been crucial
factors in the history of many nations.

My father participated voluntarily in
World War 1, answering Woodrow Wilson’s
call to serve in ‘“‘a war to end a war’’ and ‘‘to
make the world safe for democracy.” But
many of the Germans who fought in that
bloody struggle believed that God was on
their side and they were justified in what
they did. In the light of history, | realized
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that many of their men who fought in the
trenches suffered from ghastly nightmares
similar to those which afflicted my father.
War itself was an encompassing evil which
brought evil effects to many generations of
human beings.

Desmond Tutu’s harrowing book, which
links truth and reconciliation to the power
of forgiveness, offers ways to enable future
generations to end the savage cycles of war
and revenge. Let us hope that people all over
this bleeding world will read it and learn
from it. It sheds a great light on what needs
to be done.

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
PETER J. ROWAN OF THE U.S.
ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute Lt. Col. Peter J. Rowan.
Since July 1998, Lt. Col. Rowan has served
as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ District
Engineer for the Chicago District. His term in
Chicago is nearly at its end, and he is sched-
uled to leave for his next posting in late July.

Over the course of the last two years, |
have had the distinct pleasure of working with
him as we partnered up on a number of
projects. The Chicago Shoreline, TARP,
Stoney Creek, and the lllinois and Michigan
Canal. The list goes on and on and on. In
every case and in every instance, he has
done a wonderful job in working with my staff
and me.

Lt. Col. Rowan began his career at the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point, where he
graduated in 1979. He continued his education
and received a master's degree in civil engi-
neering from the University of lllinois. He also
undertook additional studies in the Engineer
Officers Advanced Course and the Command
and General Staff College.

He then used his advanced training to fur-
ther Corps missions across the United States,
from Colorado to Nebraska to Kansas and
Texas. He also served combat-related assign-
ments in Germany. For the 249th Engineer
Battalion in Karlsruhe, he was a platoon lead-
er, company executive officer, and assistant
operations officer. He then went on to serve
as assistant corps engineer with VV Corps, part
of the 130th Engineer Brigade in Heidelberg.

His hard work and professional accomplish-
ments have not gone unnoticed. Lt. Col.
Rowan is the recipient of a number of awards
and decorations for his service, including the
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commenda-
tion Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Human-
itarian Service Medal, Parachutist Badge, and
the Ranger Tab.

But his most heartwarming accomplishment
may very well be that of his family. Lt. Col.
Rowan is a devoted husband to his wife and
a wonderful father to four children.

| know that | speak for my colleagues from
Chicagoland when | say that Lt. Col. Rowan’s
professionalism, responsiveness, and leader-
ship is an asset to the Corps and our nation.
He has done so much for the Chicago District,
and | know he will continue to do even more
in his career. | salute Lt. Col. Rowan and wish
him and his family all the best.
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KINDNESS IS CONTAGIOUS IN
CONGRESS

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a successful anti-violence organization
in my district. Founded in 1982 in Kansas City,
the STOP Violence Coalition’s mission is to
promote non-violence through education, pro-
gramming, and collaboration. The program
serves 25,000 students, parents, educators,
and inmates each year through kindness edu-
cation, bullying prevention, and inmate reha-
bilitation. Its founder and one of my constitu-
ents, SuEllen Fried, is a well-known leader in
the fields of child abuse and peer abuse pre-
vention.

The STOP Violence Coalition has had suc-
cess with many of its programs. The Reaching
Out From Within™ program, directed toward
inmate rehabilitation, has a 23% recidivism
rate, compared to the national average of ap-
proximately 60%. The Coalition has also com-
piled the 12 Contributing Factors to Vio-
lence™, organized the Elder Rights Coali-
tion™, and collaborated with area agencies to
address issues related to violence prevention
and organization. The Coalition has received
the 1999 National American Community
Award from the National Council on Crime and
Delinquency.

One of the STOP Violence Coalition’s most
effective programs is the Kindness is Con-
tagious™ program. Last week, at the request
of another community leader, who is also of
my constituents, Norman Polsky, | distributed
Kindness is Contagious . . . Catch it! buttons
to each of my colleagues in the House. The
purpose of the buttons is to wear the Kindness
button until someone is observed behaving
kindly toward another, at which time the button
is passed on. The recipient is asked to ob-
serve others for kind behavior and to pass on
the button to someone else who deserves the
recognition. Thus it become everyone’s re-
sponsibility to continue the chain of kindness
and giving.

Though the program is school-based, the
message is not just for youth. Youth and
grown-ups alike need to keep in mind that al-
though we have strong feelings and will dis-
agree about certain things, at the end of the
day we should always treat people with the
dignity they deserve.

Nearly 300,000 students in 400 Kansas City
area schools have participated in Kindness is
Contagious™, which promotes the passing of
the Kindness button. Since June of this year,
over 1,500 inquiries from concerned citizens
throughout the country and world have con-
tacted the STOP Violence Coalition to see
how they can start the Kindness program in
their own communities.

Mr. Speaker, this program is something that
has made people around the nation stop and
think about their personal behavior and how it
affects others, something all of us—within and
outside of Congress—should always keep in
mind. | would like to thank SuEllen Fried and
Normal Polsky for their leadership and vision
with these programs and their many efforts
throughout our community. | commend them
for their tireless service and dedication.

| hope these buttons will change hands
many times and encourage caring, consider-
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ation, and compassion. | will be wearing this
button in an effort to promote kindness. | urge
my colleagues to join me in this effort and
spread this program to their districts.

TRIBUTE TO MS. DEBBIE RUMMEL.:
MIDWEST DISTRICT HIGH
SCHOOL PHYSICAL EDUCATOR
OF THE YEAR

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
take this opportunity to officially recognize an
outstanding educator from the 16th district of
lllinois for her important contributions to ad-
vancing educational excellence in lllinois.

Ms. Debbie Rummel lives in Spring Grove
and is a physical education teacher at Antioch
Community High School in Antioch, IL. She
exemplifies the innovation and encouragement
that teachers can bring to education. Ms.
Rummel has recently been recognized by the
National Association for Sport and Physical
Education (NASPE) for her outstanding teach-
ing skills and her ability to influence students
to continue to engage in physical activities
throughout life.

Beyond receiving NASPE’s Midwest District
High School Physical Educator of the Year
Award, Ms. Rummel has also been inducted
into the University of Wisconsin-Platteville's
Athletic Hall of Fame, granted a Nutrition Edu-
cation Teaching Award from lllinois NET, and
received a Governor's Award of Excellence in
Physical Education and Fitness.

| am honored and pleased to have this op-
portunity to pay tribute to the hard work and
dedication that characterizes Ms. Rummel’s
gift of teaching.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from the chamber on Mon-
day, July 17 when rollcall votes numbered
401, 402, 403 and 404 were cast. Had | been
present in the Chamber at the time these
votes were cast, | would have voted “yes” on
rollcall vote 401, “yes” on rollcall vote 402,
“yes” on rollcall vote 403 and “no” on rollcall
vote 404.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, last week | was
granted leave of absence for July 19, 2000
and the balance of the week, on account of a
death in the family.

Had | been present, | would have voted on
the following rolls, as indicated:

No. 412—On Passage of H.R. 1102, the
Comprehensive Retirement Security and Pen-
sion Reform Act—"Yea”
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No. 413—On Agreeing to the Conference
Report for the Defense Appropriations Act for
FY 2001, H.R. 4576—"Yea”

No. 415—Motion to Instruct Conferees on
H.R. 4577, Making Appropriations for Labor,
Health and Human Services for Fiscal Year
2001—"Yea”

No. 416—On Passage of H.R. 2634, the
Drug Addiction Treatment Act—"Yea”.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4810,
MARRIAGE TAX RELIEF REC-
ONCILIATION ACT OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, when
we considered this bill earlier, | voted for it, al-
though | was very reluctant to do so. But |
cannot vote for this conference report.

My support for the bill was reluctant be-
cause while | support ending the “marriage
penalty,” | thought the House bill was not the
right way to achieve that goal. In some areas
it did too little, and in others it did too much.

It did too little because it did not adjust the
Alternative Minimum Tax. That means it would
have left many middle-income families unpro-
tected from having most of the promised ben-
efits of the bill taken away. The Democratic
substitute would have adjusted the Alternative
Minimum Tax, which is one of the reasons |
voted for that better bill.

The Republican leadership’s bill did too
much in another area. Because it was not
carefully targeted, it did not just apply to peo-
ple who pay a penalty because they are mar-
ried. Instead, a large part of the total benefits
under the bill would have gone to married
people whose taxes already are lower than
they would be if they were single. In other
words, a primary result would not be to lessen
marriage “penalties” but to increase marriage
“bonuses.”

And, by going beyond what's needed to end
marriage “penalties” the House bill would
have gone too far in reducting the surplus
funds that will be needed to bolster Social Se-
curity and Medicare.

Those were the reasons for my reluctance
to vote for this bill. They were strong reasons.
In fact, as | said then, if voting for the bill
would have meant that it immediately would
have become law, | would have voted against
it. But, | reluctantly voted for it because at that
point the Senate still had a chance to improve
it.

| was prepared to give the Republican lead-
ership one last chance to correct the bill's defi-
ciencies rather than simply to insist on send-
ing it to the President for the promised veto.
I hope that the Republican leadership would
allow the bill to be improved to the point that
it would merit becoming law—meaning that it
would deserve the President’s signature.

Unfortunately, they did not take advantage
of that opportunity. Instead, today they are in-
sisting on sending to the President a bill that
falls short of being appropriate for signature
into law. | cannot support that approach, and
| cannot support this conference report.

The conference report is not identical to the
House bill, but it is still very poorly targeted.
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Half of the tax relief would go to couples who
are not affected by any marriage penalty at
all—and overall the bill is still fatally flawed. It
seems clear that the Republican leadership
has decided to insist on trying to force the
President to veto this bill, on a timetable
based on their national nominating convention.

| greatly regret that the Republican leaders
have decided to insist on confrontation with
the President instead of seeking a workable
compromise that would lead to a bill that the
President could sign into law.

The President has said that he will veto this
conference report, and | expect that to occur.
| hope that after that veto members on both
sides of the aisle will work to develop a bill
that will appropriately address the real prob-
lem of the “marriage penalty” and that can be
signed into law this year.

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 4922, THE
TMDL REGULATORY ACCOUNT-
ABILITY ACT OF 2000

HON. SHERWOOD L. BOEHLERT

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, | am very
pleased to be an original cosponsor of H.R.
4922, The TMDL Regulatory Accountability
Act of 2000.

TMDL stands for “Total Maximum Daily
Loads.” TMDLs are useful tools provided by
the Clean Water Act to bring water bodies into
compliance with water quality standards. |
support the Clean Water Act's TMDL program.
| am pleased that EPA, States, and Congress
are finally turning their attention to this pro-
gram and are providing more resources for
States to move ahead and develop and imple-
ment TMDLs under existing regulations.

However, like many, | have concerns about
EPA’s proposed changes to the TMDL pro-
gram. | have expressed my concerns about
these proposed changes, and the process
used by EPA to make these changes, at hear-
ings, in letters and phone calls to EPA Admin-
istrator Browner and the Director of OMB,
Jacob Lew, and in public statements.

| have not been alone in expressing con-
cerns. Many Members of Congress, the Na-
tional Governor's Association and individual
governors, the Association of State and Inter-
state Water Pollution Control Administrators
and individual state agencies, EarthJustice
Legal Defense Fund, Friends of the Earth, the
Conservation Law Foundation, California As-
sociation of Sewerage Agencies, the National
Federation of Independent Business, the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, the American Forest
and Paper Association, the American Farm
Bureau Federation, PACE International Union,
and the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and
Joiners of America all have expressed serious
concerns about EPA’s proposals.

| find it significant that the National Gov-
ernors’ Association, the State Water Pollution
Control Administrators, EarthJustice Legal De-
fense Fund, Friends of the Earth, and the
Conservation Law Foundation all share the
view that EPA’s new TMDL regulations will ac-
tually hinder progress in improving water qual-
ity and will slow down implementation of the
TMDL program.

These State organizations and environ-
mental organizations have different reasons
for holding this view.
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On July 6, 2000, NGA wrote to President
Clinton that—

“The TMDL rules have the potential to
cause major financial burdens on our state en-
vironmental agencies and severe economic
impacts on our states.”

“The restrictive language of the regulation
will virtually eliminate the flexibility of states to
offer opportunities to reduce overall pollution
between waterbodies.”

“The ‘one-size-fits-all' approach proposed
by the regulations will inevitably fail, resulting
in mountains of paperwork and no appreciable
improvement in water quality.”

The Association of State and Interstate
Water Pollution Control Administrators wrote
to Administrator Browner that—

“It is the view of the majority of the state
water quality program managers responsible
for the day to day implementation of the clean
water programs, that this set of rules is tech-
nically, scientifically and fiscally unworkable.”

On May 19, 2000, six environmental organi-
zations wrote to Administrator Browner that—

“Due to the problems we outline below, we
are asking you to withdraw the current version
of the proposed rule, which is so fundamen-
tally flawed that it would weaken the existing
TMDL program. In addition, we are concerned
that if the Administration attempts to finalize
this rule, the overwhelming opposition it faces
in Congress could result in a weakening of the
Clean Water Act itself.”

“Our organizations have many objections to
the August 23 proposal, the most serious of
which include the unjustifiably long timeline of
up to 15 years to states to prepare TMDLs,
the lack of requirements for EPA to step in
and do the job if states fail to submit TMDLs
or miss other regulatory deadlines, the omis-
sion of deadlines for meeting water quality
standards, and the overall unenforceability of
the new program.”

Of the six groups that signed the May 19
letter, three (Friends of the Earth, EarthJustice
Legal Defense Fund, and the Conservation
Law Foundation) continue to oppose the
TMDL rule.

The state organizations and environmental
organizations | quoted from have very different
views on how to improve the TMDL program.
However, they all share the goal of improving
the TMDL program so that it is a more effec-
tive tool for improving water quality. Given this
shared goal, | believe that we should be able
to develop program improvements that can be
embraced by both the National Governors’ As-
sociation and environmental groups. And,
given the difficulties in addressing nonpoint
source pollution, it is critical to have the sup-
port and cooperation of the nonpoint source
community. Rushing a regulation through that
threatens lawsuits and withholding funds to
achieve compliance will not result in improved
water quality. It will only undermine public sup-
port for Clean Water Act programs.

EPA has failed to demonstrate leadership
on this issue. As a result, EPA’s new TMDL
regulations, signed by Administrator Browner
on July 11, do not have public support. In fact,
aside from some in the environmental commu-
nity, EPA can point to only two or three states
and one organization representing the regu-
lated community—the Association of Metro-
politan Sewerage Agencies—that support the
final rule. And even with in AMSA there is not
agreement. The California Association of Sew-
erage Agencies, representing 95 California
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municipal sewerage agencies, shares the view
held by most organizations representing point
sources—that “the administration’s apparent
decision to rush to publication of an important
rule will only promote litigation and years of
delays in responding to actual threats to our
nation’s lakes, rivers and coastal waters.”

| am not suggesting that all persons must
agree with regulations, but EPA has made no
attempt to engage in the public discourse that
must take place to unite stakeholders behind
the common goal of improving water quality,
despite numerous requests from stakeholders
asking EPA to allow additional public comment
and seeking additional information from EPA
on the impacts of the new TMDL regulations.

Fortunately, EPA’'s new TMDL regulations
will not become effective until fiscal year 2002
and we have the opportunity for additional
comment and analysis that many stakeholders
and many members of Congress had asked
EPA to undertake before finalizing its new
TMDL rule.

First, we need to engage the public on this
issue. EPA dismissed the criticism of its new
TMDL rule as “misunderstanding” of EPA’s in-
tent. The final rule and EPA’s preamble ex-
plaining intent were published in the Federal
Register on July 13, 2000.

H.R. 4922 requires EPA to solicit and re-
spond to public comment on EPA’s changes
to the TMDL program.

Second, we need to understand the scope
of the problem. In her July 11, 2000 press re-
lease announcing the signing of the new
TMDL regulations, Administrator Browner
states that “40 percent of America’'s waters
are still too polluted.” However, EPA’s esti-
mate of the costs of developing and imple-
menting TMDLs is based on 20,000 impaired
waterbodies—representing only 10 percent of
the Nation’s waters. What is the scope of the
problem? 40 percent impairment or 10 per-
cent? The General Accounting Office pointed
out in a recent report that only 6 states have
sufficient data to identify the scope of water
quality impairments in the State. As a result,
neither EPA nor the public knows the actual
scope of the water quality problem.

H.R. 4922 requires EPA to come up with a
plan to fill these data gaps, and create a
budget for implementing that plan.

Third, we need an understanding of what
methods should be used to address these
matters. Too often, EPA’'s new TMDL regula-
tions simply assume away difficult water qual-
ity problems. For example, the new regula-
tions consider the sun a source of pollution—
heat—but do not explain how to go about reg-
ulating the sun, stating that: “What needs to
be done to mitigate heat load from solar input
will be addressed by a State, Territory, or au-
thorized Tribe when it establishes the TMDL.”
The final rule similarly has no answers for how
to address pollution from atmospheric deposi-
tion, or legacy pollution.

H.R. 4922 includes a study by the National
Academy of Sciences to improve our ability to
identify sources of pollution and allocate load-
ings among them.

Fourth, we need an understanding of what
kind of sacrifices the public must make to
solve our remaining water quality problems,
and the benefits that will be achieved if we
dedicate resources to this effort. Again, EPA
has failed to provide this information. EPA es-
timates that the total cost of the TMDL rule will
be less than $23 million a year. EPA did not
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provide any estimate of the benefits of the
rule. However, as the General Accounting Of-
fice pointed out in another recent report,
EPA’s cost estimate assumes that States al-
ready have all the data they need to develop
TMDLs, an assumption that has no basis in
reality. In addition, EPA fails to inform the pub-
lic of the costs to the regulated community
from implementation of the rule, including
costs to small businesses and small farming
or forestry operations. Instead, EPA would
have the public believe that improving water
quality is all gain and no pain. | am very con-
cerned about a backlash against Clean Water
Act programs when EPA tries to implement
the new regulation and the cost is more than
the public is prepared to pay.

H.R. 4922 requires EPA to conduct a com-
plete analysis of the costs and benefits of its
TMDL rule in a manner that addresses the
Comptroller General's criticisms of the EPA’s
earlier cost estimate. In addition, H.R. 4922
requires EPA to quantify the effects of the
rules on small entities, including small busi-
nesses small organizations, and small govern-
mental organizations.

H.R 4922 does not affect EPA’'s existing
TMDL program. | strongly encourage States to
proceed with TMDL development and imple-
mentation under existing regulations as expe-
ditiously as possible. Fortunately, the House-
passed VAHUD appropriations bill provides
significant new resources for States to do so.

H.R. 4922 also does not affect EPA’s new
TMDL regulations. However, after considering
the additional public input and additional infor-
mation developed under this legislation, | hope
that EPA will conclude that its new TMDL reg-
ulations should be changed before they be-
come effective in fiscal year 2002.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE ULSTER
UNITED TRAVEL SOCCER CLUB

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an exciting event between the Ul-
ster County, New York United Travel Soccer
Club and the Shrewsbury House Soccer Club
of England.

On August 30th and 31st, the two Soccer
Clubs will compete against each other in the
Cantine Field Sports Complex in my home-
town of Saugerties, New York. The matches
will promote a greater understanding between
the players and continue the great tradition of
cooperation between the United States and
England.

The players from England will be staying
with families in Saugerties, which will serve as
an educational experience for the players and
citizens of Saugerties. Indeed, as our world
becomes increasingly connected, it is critically
important that we provide opportunities for our
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children to interact with different cultures. The
athletic contests will help facilitate an ex-
change of ideas and | am pleased to welcome
the Shrewsbury House Soccer Club to Ulster
County.

The Ulster United Travel Soccer Club is an
important resource for the young people of my
district. Indeed, the club promotes teamwork,
sportsmanship, positive thinking and physical
fitness. In addition, the Club is a member of
the Northern Catskill Youth Association
(NCYA) and participates in tournaments
throughout the Northeast. | applaud the Ulster
United Travel Soccer Club for its steadfast
commitment to our young people.

Mr. Speaker, | am delighted to salute the UI-
ster United Travel Soccer Club and the
Shrewsbury House Soccer Club for arranging
this unique international competition.

INTRODUCTION OF THE COMMU-
NITY RENEWAL AND NEW MAR-
KETS ACT

HON. J.C. WATTS, JR.

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2000

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
across America, the signs of prosperity are
brightly lit. The economic boom that is the
hallmark of the '90’s can be seen in towering
construction cranes, packed shopping malls,
and flourishing businesses in every region of
the nation. As the 21st Century opens, Amer-
ica's free market principles are triumphant,
and the world is captivated by the American
economic success story.

Given this bountiful setting, it is valid to ask
why JIM TALENT, DANNY DAvIS and | joined to-
gether last year to re-introduce something
called “The American Community Renewal
Act.” In view of our booming national pros-
perity, the need for economic renewal may
seem to many to be irrelevant at best, or
needless at worst.

To answer that question, we might first look
back to a dramatic moment from an earlier pe-
riod of prolonged American prosperity.

The year was 1968 and, like today, Ameri-
cans were building new homes, buying new
products, creating new businesses, and gen-
erally enjoying an unprecedented prosperity.
The national economic atmosphere was heady
and exuberant.

But on May 21st of that year, millions of
Americans sat before their television sets and
were shocked by a report from the respected
newsman Charles Kuralt entitled “Hunger in
America.” That program exposed an unseen
hunger and malnutrition that marked the lives
of millions of Americans. The nation was
shocked into action, and ending hunger in
America became a critical national goal.

One editorial writer at that time, commenting
on the documentary, noted: “The contrast of a
rich country harboring pockets of the most
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primitive want was its own editorial on the so-
cial contradiction of an affluent nation.”

Now it is over thirty years later, and there is
a new social contradiction—a new unseen
hunger in the midst of a prosperous America.
It is a hunger for opportunity and it comes
from America’s poorest communities. It comes
from the aging, struggling communities which
most Americans have never seen—neighbor-
hoods that have been bypassed by the na-
tional economic success story.

These are the communities that cannot at-
tract the businesses and industry which bring
the jobs which bring the opportunities that lead
to the American dream.

These are the neighborhoods where vacant
properties become home to crack users who
destroy the sense of safety and security that
a community needs to grow and prosper.

These are the neighborhoods where a long
and expensive public transit ride is the only
way to get to the new jobs in prosperous sub-
urbs.

These are the neighborhoods where venture
capital just doesn't venture.

Despite the strongest economic growth in
this nation’s history, too many people living in
America’s poorest neighborhoods are still
being left behind.

Today you can do something about that.

The Community Renewal and New Markets
Act that we are introducing today is the prod-
uct of five years of hard work and extensive
travel to find out what works from the people
on the ground who are working every day to
revive these neighborhoods.

This legislation establishes a new model
that merges new ideas about venture capital,
regulatory reform, drug and alcohol rehabilita-
tion, housing and homeownership, commercial
revitalization and tax incentives.

Hopefully, our efforts will bring America’s at-
tention into the most forgotten corners of
America. | am hopeful we can give these trou-
bled communities the tools they need to re-
cover and to prosper.

Though we cannot promise success to
every man, woman and child in America, we
should be able to promise each of them the
opportunity for success. This country is too
great and too wealthy to allow even one of our
children to grow up without that opportunity.

This is the essence of the social contract
that we, as Americans, hold with one another.
We are working to achieve this goal—to make
good on this social contract—through passage
of this important legislation.

In 1968 America’s “social contradiction” was
an unseen hunger for food in a nation that
feeds the world. In the year 2000 that “social
contradiction” is an unseen hunger for oppor-
tunity in a nation that represents unbridled op-
portunity to the rest of the world.

It is time to end that contradiction and bring
the nurturing promise of opportunity home to
all Americans. The Community Renewal and
new Markets Act is an important step in that
direction.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, July
25, 2000 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

JULY 26

8:30 a.m.
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
To hold hearings to review the federal
sugar program.
SH-216
9a.m.
Small Business
Business meeting to markup S. 1594, to
amend the Small Business Act and
Small Business Investment Act of 1958.
SR-428A
Environment and Public Works
Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
SD-406
9:30 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings on broadband internet
regulatory relief.
SR-253
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold oversight hearings on Natural
Gas Supply.
SD-366
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Public Health Subcommittee
To hold hearings on bridging the gap be-
tween health disparities.
SD-430
Armed Services
To hold hearings on the nomination of
Donald Mancuso, of Virginia, to be In-
spector General, Department of De-
fense; Roger W. Kallock, of Ohio, to be
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for
Logistics and Material Readiness; and
James Edgar Baker, of Virginia, to be
a Judge of the United States Court of
Appeals for the Armed Forces.
SR-222
10 a.m.
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings on S. 1801, to provide
for the identification, collection, and
review for declassification of records
and materials that are of extraordinary
public interest to the people of the
United States.
SD-342
Finance
To hold hearings on the nomination of
Robert S. LaRussa, of Maryland, to be
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Under Secretary of Commerce for
International Trade; the nomination of
Ruth Martha Thomas, of the District of
Columbia, to be a Deputy Under Sec-
retary of the Treasury; the nomination
of Lisa Gayle Ross, of the District of
Columbia, to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury; and the nomination of
Lisa Gayle Ross, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Chief Financial Officer,
Department of the Treasury.
SD-215
11 a.m.
Foreign Relations
Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
SD-419
2 p.m.
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.
SH-216
2:30 p.m.
Indian Affairs
To hold hearings on S. 2526, to amend the
Indian Health Care Improvement Act
to revise and extend such Act.
SR-485
Energy and Natural Resources
Forests and Public Land Management Sub-
committee
To hold oversight hearings on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement im-
plementing the October 1999 announce-
ment by the President to review ap-
proximately 40 million acres of na-
tional forest for increased protection.
SD-366

JULY 27

9a.m.
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
To hold hearings to review proposals to
establish an international school lunch
program.
SH-216
9:30 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings to examine antitrust
issues in the airline industry, focusing
on trends in the industry, the impact
that a reduction of competitors might
have on competition and concentration
levels at hubs.
SR-253
Environment and Public Works
To hold oversight hearings on the use of
comparative risk assessment in setting
priorities and on the Science Advisory
Board’s Residual Risk Report.
SD-406
Commission on Security and Cooperation
in Europe
To hold hearings to examine Yugoslav
Presidnet Slobodan Milosevic’s recent
efforts to perpetuate his power by forc-
ing through changes to the Yugoslav
consitution and cracking down on op-
position and independent forces in Ser-
bia.
2255 Rayburn Building
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold oversight hearings on the United
States General Accounting Office’s in-
vestigation of the Cerro Grande Fire in
the State of New Mexico, and from
Federal agencies on the Cerro Grande
Fire and their fire policies in general.
SD-366
Judiciary
Antitrust, Business Rights, and Competi-
tion Subcommittee
Business meeting to markup S. 2778, to
amend the Sherman Act to make oil-
producing and exporting cartels illegal.
SD-226
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10 a.m.
Judiciary
Business meeting to markup S. 1898, to
provide protection against the risks to
the public that are inherent in the
interstate transportation of violent
prisoners; S. 113, to increase the crimi-
nal penalties for assaulting or threat-
ening Federal judges, their family
members, and other public servants; S.
783, to limit access to body armor by
violent felons and to facilitate the do-
nation of Federal surplus body armor
to State and local law enforcement
agencies; and S. 2448, to enhance the
protections of the Internet and the

critical infrastructure of the United
States.
SD-226
2 p.m.
Judiciary

Criminal Justice Oversight Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine security for
executive branch officials.
SD-226
2:30 p.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
National Parks, Historic Preservation, and
Recreation Subcommittee
To hold hearings on S. 1734, to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to con-
tribute funds for the establishment of
an interpretative center on the life and
contributions of President Abraham
Lincoln; H.R. 3084, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to contribute
funds for the establishment of an inter-
pretative center on the life and con-
tributions of President Abraham Lin-
coln; S. 2345, to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a special re-
source study concerning the preserva-
tion and public use of sites associated
with Harriet Tubman located in Au-
burn, New York; S. 2638, to adjust the
boundaries of the Gulf Islands National
Seashore to include Cat Island, Mis-
sissippi; H.R. 2541, to adjust the bound-
aries of the Gulf Islands National Sea-
shore to include Cat Island, Mis-
sissippi; and S. 2848, to provide for a
land exchange to benefit the Pecos Na-
tional Historical Park in New Mexico.
SD-366
3:30 p.m.
Intelligence
To hold closed hearings on the nomina-
tion of John E. McLaughlin, of Penn-
sylvania, to be Deputy Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence.
SH-219

SEPTEMBER 26

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on the
Legislative recommendation of the
American Legion.
345 Cannon Building

CANCELLATIONS

JULY 26
2:30 p.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
Forests and Public Land Management Sub-
committee
To hold oversight hearings on potential
timber sale contract liability incurred
by the government as a result of tim-
ber sale contract cancellations.
SD-366
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